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What an amazing term!
BY CAROLINE TRANSOM
Collaboration has created many amazing moments of

Kirk Watson has resigned from his position at Kumeroa

learning this term. Be it the student newspaper that the

School to pursue other opportunities . We would like to

Kea and Tui classes published or watching the

thank him for the time he had spent at Kumeroa and

excitement of the calf and lamb groups as they heard

wish him well on his new adventure. We are lucky

that we had animals for them, collaboration has had a

enough to have acquired the teaching combo of Nina

huge impact on our learners.

Booth and Sandra Cannon to work in Fantail class in

Seeing our students work with a range of ages (including

term four. Nina is a very experienced teacher and grew

adults), collaborating with people from both in and out

up in schools like Kumeroa. Nina will also be my

of our community, developing and building on their own principal release teacher next term. Sandra is a very
knowledge and expanding their world view has been a

experienced junior teacher who loves our school and

real privilege.

students! We can not wait to have these two teachers

Another form of collaboration this term has been with

join our Kumeroa Family next term.

other small schools in our cluster. These schools have

Have a great holiday everyone.

been invited to our professional development with Rita

Caroline

Palmer and it was great to see so many teachers at our
recent staff meeting at Mangatainoka. Their presence
gives our teachers more colleagues who teach their
specific age group to work with. Our year one to three
students will also be collaborating with other schools at
the Makuri junior disco today. This is a great opportunity
for our students to get to know and socialise with others
in schools like ours in a fun filled day. Thank you to those
parents helping with transport.
An amazing example of collaboration was the Quiz night
on Friday. The Fundraising Group did a stunning job of
organising and creating such a fun night. Our
Quizmasters Derm, Tim, technician Hamish and markers
Annie and Sue kept us all on task and focused while Clint
made sure people parted with their money for a great
cause- our students!

Agri update
Plant to pizza has been finding out recipes for
tomato sauce and pizza dough and learning
about taking care of our garden. We have
learnt what seasons certain plants grow best
in. Now we are finding out what everyone likes
on their pizza so we can grow them in our
garden.
Over past couple of week the Bee Agri group
has been learning lots of new things about
bees. At the moment we are writing a book to
inform other students about bees and how to
care for them. We have visited them and are
learning that we will need to split the hive,
because the hive is too crowded.
In the Awapikopiko plant/track group, our aim
is to get more people to go there and keep it
healthy. Our group have been doing lots of
research on the trees and working on the signs.
We have also been going down to have a look
there every now and then to see what we can
work on.
This term for Agri we have made a plan for the
nesting boxes, roosting bars and the chicken
run. We have had people come in to talk to us
about chickens and help us build. We are now
ready to build.
Over the past couple of weeks the calving
group have got land and calves and have had 5
bags of pellets donated by Sharpes. Our group
has already visited the calves, made a roster for
feeding times as well as helping out with
feeding the calves. We have also be learning
about health check sand made one up to do
every time we visit the calves.
This term we have been learning about taking
care of sheep and what sheep need to stay
healthy. Our next step is to go and have a look
at the sheep and get them ready to sell. At the
moment we are doing a health check for the
lambs.

What the trapping group have been doing is
catching pests like possums and mice we have 14
traps set at Awapikopiko we have spray painted our
traps that we made. We have put chew cards out
and we are about to put signs on the traps that we
made.
We visited central Normal School and the RDA
sensory pathway to get ideas from their gardens to
help us plan what our garden will look like. We
have chosen the site for our garden at school and
next we have to decide what we want to plant and
what we want to build in it.
We have selected three sites in the Awapikopiko
Reserve and got permission to take samples from
the stream. It is our aim to understand the water
quality of the stream so we can help to improve the
stream for fish and plants. Our next step is to work
out which tests we should do on the samples so we
get useful information that will help us know what
condition the stream is in.

