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KUMEROA POST
THE LATEST EVENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
FOR THE KUMEROA SCHOOL COMMUNITY

This week has had many great opportunities for our students. Monday was a jam packed
Agri session with students watching calves being born, making pinecone feeders, sawing
and cutting bamboo for our Green house, planning for the delivery of our 6 calves, meeting
with Bill from QEII Trust to discuss our plans for an Awapikpiko open day for the community
and planning our recipes for our upcoming cooking sessions. Then Tuesday was spent on a
visit to Massey University exploring their Agriculture and Horticulture centre (and a side visit
to the Feline unit to play with the 14 kittens there). Wednesday our year 5 to 8 students
played their hearts out in cold weather at the 7-aside tournament and today our Animal
group went and picked up their calves. None of these days would have been possible
without our incredibly supportive families and community helping with transport.
Thank you so much!

School closing early Wednesday 4 September
A reminder that school will shut at 2pm
on Wednesday 4 September.to allow staff
to attend Kahui Ako professional
Development. Buses will run an hour
earlier than normal.

Decile Review
Schools in New Zealand are currently funded based on their decile. This is decided by the Ministry
of Education based on the community the school serves. Our school is currently a decile 8 which
means we receive very little extra funding to help our learners. It also means we will miss out on
the $150 per student allowance being paid to schools in 2020. The Kumeroa Board of Trustees
and staff do not believe this decile rating truly reflects our community make up and means that
we are missing out on support to best help our learners. To have this reviewed we need ALL
families to fill in a questionnaire. This survey asks questions about number of people living in a
home, educational qualifications of families and their occupation. These will be 100% anonymous
but for us to receive more funding we need to have all families return this form. More information
will be coming home about this shortly and we appreciate your help with this.

Alyson Crowley- Kea and Fantail Literacy
teacher
We are very lucky to have Ally working with the Fantail and Kea classes
during literacy time Tuesday to Thursday this term. Ally is a fully
registered teacher from Ireland who the Board of Trustees is funding to
provide extra support for our learners in these rooms.

Swimming

Pet day- 4 November
After advice from MPI the Kumeroa School Board of Trustees
is opening Pet day to include calves this year. More
information about exhibits and pets will be sent home later
this term.
Reminder: Lambs and calves must be born after 1 August this
year.

Board of Trustees update
The new Board of Trustees was elected in June. It is outstanding that there were 8 nominations for
trustees. At the first BoT meeting, June Kahu was co-opted onto the Board. June brings a different
perspective to our meetings, and shares her understanding and knowledge of Te Ao Maori with us,
enriching our understanding. Board members are Steff Cresswell, (Chair), Ben Allomes, Lucy Stone,
Nigel Horton, Shannyn Anderson, Donna Timmins (staff rep), and Caroline Transom.
On behalf of the school, the Board extends a big thank you to Paul Fountaine, who has retired after
6 years as a school trustee. Thank you for your service to the school and community, Paul. We would
also like to thank Nicole Blyth for acting as our returning officer, and ensuring the election was in
order, and ran smoothly.
The Board has identified the Wellbeing of our school as a key goal. This means we will work towards
ensuring Kumeroa School is the happiest, healthiest environment to GROW as learners, and staff.
This goal will involve a consultation on our school vision. We look forward to hearing your
community voice on this later in the year, as it is important we are driving the school in a direction
that strongly aligns with the vision of our community. More information will follow in due course.
Shortly the school will be having a Decile Review. It is vital that all parents complete this
questionnaire, and return it to school. Currently schools are funded according to their decile rating.
It is important that we have the best information regarding the families and children involved with
our school, as this affects the extra funding we can access to support our learners. The review is
focused on getting a clear picture of the current school roll, and is completely anonymous.

